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heard the explanations of the Kosa, Vibhasa and' the
dharma Sdstras in the different parts of Kashmir before he came to
Nalanda, he studied them over again in order to clarify some of his
doubts. When he had finished with all these studies he devoted
himself to the study of the Brahmana books and the works called
Vyakaraiia. This implies that he took to the study of Grammar and
went through Paninf s Sutras, and other treatises known as Mandaka,
Unadi, Asta-Dhatu (Dhdtu-vrtti?) and other treatises.1
In the monastery of Hiranya also Yiian Chwang stayed for one
year and studied the Vibhasa and Nyaya-Anusara Sastras and other
works under Tathagata G-upta and Ksantisimha who belonged to the
Sarvastavadin school,3
These learned Buddhist monks were considered authorities in
certain branches of knowledge. Jayasena, Yiian Chwang tells us,
in his youth. studied under Bhadraruci, probably at the monastery of
Parvata, the Hetumdya Sastra, and later under Sthiramati Bodhisatta
*
he had mastered the Sdbdavidyd Sastra and other Sdstras pertaining
to the Great and Little Tehicles. Again under Silabhadra, probably
at Nalanda, the Yoga Sdstra. Then once more he had fathomed the
numerous productions of secular (outside) writers ; the four Vedas,
works on astronomy and geography, on the medicinal art, magic and
arithmetic to such an extent that he became " the admiration of the
period." This celebrated scholar had established a monastery on the
mountain Yastivana where he took charge of some hundreds of
disciples " teaching and leading them to persevere, and expounding
the books of Buddha/' Here Yiian Chwang lived and studied for
two years.5
Another equally famous scholar was the renowned Prajnabhadra
who had embraced the religious life of the Sarvastavadins, This
man had distinguished himself by his knowledge of the three Pttakas,
the Sdbdavidyft and the Hetuvidya Sdstra and other works. This scholar
had established his monastery at Tiladaka (Tillara) where Yuan
Chwang remained for two months for his studies,*
The third most important centre of learning at this period was
of course the great Nalanda where Silabhadra, the Master of the
Sdstra, deputed Yuan Chwang to expound to the congregation the
1 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen-Tsung, op. cit., pp. I2I-I22.
3 Ibid., p. 127.
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